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ASSESSMENT: A 2

11. C11) REQ EVAL: VYES
12. (U) PREPARING QOFF?
13. (U) APPROVING AUTHS
14, (U) SOURCE: ROK MILITARY OFFICIAL
15, (U) SP INST: RESTRICTIVE CAVEATS USED TO PROTECT AN
DIRC: NO, . -
16. SUMMARYS: THIS REPORT FORWARDS -
REMARKS BY SOURCE CONCERNING A POSSIBLE SUCCESSOR TO
PRESIDENT PARK; POSSIBLE REVISION OF THE PRESENT e
CONSTITUTION AND ATTITUDES OF GENERAL ((CHONG)) SUNG HWA, .
ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF AND MARTIAL LAW COMMANDER, :
oerarcs: [N OURING CONVERSATION EVENING
OF 29 0CT SOURCE MADE FOLLOWING COMMENTS: COMMENTS ARE
PARAPHRASED FOR CLARITY!
. [ COMMENTS CONCERNING POSSIBLE
SUCCESSOR TO PRESIDENT PARK: WHILE SPECULATING ON A
POSSIRLF REPLACEMENT FOR THE LATE PRESIDENT, SOQURCE STATED
THAT MANY ROKA OFFICERS THOUGHY THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WOULD
BE SOMEQONE WHO WAS ®CLEAN,"™ AND " NOT RICH," AND UNTAINTED
8Y PREVIOUS CORRUPTION, IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT THE KOREAN
PEOPLE PERCEIVE WHOEVER REPLACED THE LATE PRESIDENT AS
@FROM THE PEOPLE." THE IDEAL CANDIDATE WOULD HAVE HAD
MILITARY EXPERIENCE, AND WOULD OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO BE
ACCEPTABLE TO THE ARMY, A PURELY MILITARY MAN WAS _
UNDESTRABLE HOWEVERS THE PRINCIPAL OF CIVILIAN CONTROL HWAS
FIRMLY ESTABLISHED AND THE MILITARY DID NOT WANT THE OUT=
SINE WORLD TO GET THE IMPRESSION THAT THE MILITARY HAD
SEIZED POWER. IT WAS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT THE SUCCES~-
SOR BE PERCEIVED AS A POLITICAL FIGURE, WHO WOULD BE
ACCEPTARLE AND HOPEFULLY RECOGNIZEABLE T0 A MAJORITY OF
KOREANS, SOURCE RECOGNIZED THE LACK OF CANDIDATES FITTING
THIS DESCRIPTIONs BUT IN THE COURSE OF CONVERSATION MEN=~
TIONED SEVERAL NAMES WITH BRIEF COMMENTS AS FOLLOWSS
(CKIM3) JONG PIL: THE NAME MOST COMMONLY MENTIONED,
GFNERALLY ACCEPTABLE TO THE MILITARY AND WELL KNOWN TO THE
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AVEPASF XAPELN, BUT "TOO RICH® AND TAINTED BY PAST

CORRUPTYYON, . N
rHELNaY) IL KWON¢ PROSABLY ACCEPTABLE TO MILITARY BUT

2,80  %TnRO RICH,.® )

{ZKTM}) YONG SAMgz NO CHANCE, TOTALLY UNACCEPTARLE TO THE

MILITARY, A " BQY SCOUT,.* ; N

((KIM)) TAE CHUNG: THOUGHTFUL PAUSE FOLLOWEJ BY ..."DOM'T

THINK SG.,* : .

({SNY) CHONG CHUL: NO POLITICAL EXPERIENCE, GOOD

APPEARANCE AND VERY CAPABLE IN MILITARY AFFAIRS, BUT NOT

WELL KNQOWN THE KOREAN POPULACE; VERY I(INLIKELY.

((CHOJ)}) KYU HAT NOT A VIABLE CHOICE FOR THE LONG TERM,

HOMEVER IT WAS POSSIBLE HIS TEPM COULD RE EXTENDED UNTIL A

MORE PERMANENT SUCCESSOR COULD RE FOUND, o5

8. . COMMENTS CONCERNING REVISION OF THE

PRESENT CONSTITUTIONS SOURCE SEVERAL TIMFS MADE REFERENCE

TO THE NEED YO REVISE THE CONSTITUTION, AND RO WAS LEFT

WITH THF IMPRESSINN THAT THIS MATTER WILL GET CLOSE ATTEN=

TION ONCE THE MOURNING PERIOD AND STATF FUNERAL ARE OVER,

THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION, ACCORDING TO SQURCE, GIVES TO0

MUCH CONCENTRATED POWER TO ONE MAN, AND HE STATED THE

OPINTON THAT IT WOULD BE CHANGED TO DISTRIBUTE POWER MQORE

EVENLY. THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION WAS NOT POPULAR WITH THE

“PEQPLE," AND THE ARMY IS THE CONSCIENCE OF THE PEOPLE.

SOURCF WAS CLEARLY ANXINUS TO TALK ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY oF

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM WITH RO EQUALLY NETERMINED TO_ AVOID

ANY COMMENT, AND THE SUBJECT WAS EVENTUALLY OROPPED,

e _ COMMENTS ON GEN CHONG SUNG HW4,
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CHIEF OF STAFF, ROK ARMY AND MARTIAL LAW COMMANDERS SOURCE
STATED THAT GEN CHONG WAS 1IN FIRM CONTROL OF THE ARMY AND
THE SITUATION, HE IS SOLICITING ADVICE FRQOM. A LARGE NUMBER
'OF PEOPLE TO INCLUDE CIVILIANS AND JUNIOR QFFICFRS, THIS
METHOR OF QPERATION HAS BEEN USEFUL IN THAT DIFFERENT
GROURS FEEL THEY ARE BEING HEARD. GEN CHONG AND THE SENIOR
MILITARY LEADERSHIP ARE EXTRZMELY HAPPY WITH THF PROMPT

US RESPONSE TO THE STTUATION AND THE FIRM STANCE TAKEN WITH
NORTH KOREA, THE MILITARY PRECAUTIONS SERVED TO QUIET THE
ANXTETY OF KOREAN CITIZENS CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR SECURITY.
WHILE GEN CHONG IS AN OUTSTANDING MILITARY OFFICER, HE
PRIVATELY HAS SOME RESERVATIONS ABOUT HIS ROLE AS MARTIAL
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LAW COMMANNDER AND POTENTIAL FUTURF ROLE, WRICH HE SEES

FRIMALRTIIY AS THE XEEPER OF RURLIC GRDFR UNTIL A VIABLE

SUCCESSCR 7O THE LATE PRESIDENY IS FOUND. GEN CHONG IS IN

TYHE MINDNLE OF A SITUATION NOT OF HIS OWN MAKING BUT IS

DETERMINED TO REACT FIRMLY AND IN THE.  PROPER MANNER, SQURCE
SYRONGLY SIGGESTED THAT GEN CHONG WOULD BRE RECEPTIVE TO ANY

ADVICE FROM THE US EMBASSY OR AMBASSADOR, AS THE US HHAS
EXPERIENCE® IN CRISIS SITUATIONS SUCH AS THIS,

Da FUTURE EVENTSt SOURCF WAS OF THE

OPIMNION THAT THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE WOULD BE RELATIVELY QUIET
PENNING BURIAL OF PRESIDENT PARK AND THE END OF THE QOFFIe

CIAL MOURMING PERIQD, AND FOR AN ADDITIONAL PERIOD FOLLOW=

ING THE RELEASE QOF THE REMAINING DETAILS CONCERNING THE
PRESIDENT'S DEATH, HF STATED THAT THE ARMY WOULD NOT

HESITATF TO USE TROOPS TO KEEP ORDERP DURING THE PERIOD TO

COMF, AND THAT THE PRESENT TIME KAS A CRITICAL ONE DURING

WHICH THF MAINTENANCE OF NATIONAL SFCURITY WAS THE SINGLE
OVERRIDING CONCERN,
CRIGINATOR'S COMMENTS !

REPORTING HAS BEEN SURSTANTI=
ATED. SOURCE IS NOT PERSQONALLY CLOSE TO CHIEF OF STAFF,
ROK ARMY, GEN CHONG ANDHDOES NOT FEEL HIS REMARKS WERE
IN ANY WAY IN THE NATURE OF A CONDUIT FOR THE ARMY CHIEF OF
STAFF, WIS REMARKS DO HOWEVER, PRORABLY REPRESFNT PRESENT
THINKING OF MANY ROK ARMY OFFICERS.

'SOURCE_YN THE PAST HAS BEEN REMARKABLY WELL INFORMED
'CONCERNTNG EVENTS IN ROKA HEADQUARTERS.
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