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7. HEEEEEE survsrRY: THIS REPORT TRANSHITS :
INFORMATION ABOUT THE EXTENSION OF MARTIAL LAW_ TN _ROK,

---------.-------.---.-‘--q-------------------------Q----¢

8A. (U) DETAILS:

<t B stTuoFNT PROTESTS TO FORCE THE ROKG, TO LIFT
MARTIAL LAW (ML) HAVE HAD JUST THE OPPOSITE EFFECT. AT
2138 HOURS, THE NIGHT OF 17 MAY 19Aa, THE ROKG CALLED

AN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE CARINET, CHAIRED BY THE
PRIMF MINISTFR WHICH ENDORSED THE PLAN FOR TOTAL ML, IN
EFFECT ML WAS EXTENDED TO CHEJUeNO ISLAND MAKING ML
EFFECTIVE IN ALL PARTS OF THE ROK, DECREE NUMRER 1@ WAS
ENACTED AS REPORTED JN IR UNIVERSITIES AND
COLLEGFS. WERE CLOSFD. EIGHTEEN STUDENT LEADERS WERE .
REPORTED ARRESTED, LABOR ACTIVIST RECEIVED STERN WARNINGS
THAT STRIKES OF ANY KIND WOULD NOT BF TOLERATED, . PUBLIC
STATEMENTS REFLECTING ANTI-GOVERNMENT VIEWS WERE BAND,
ThIS LATTER EDICT WAS NO DOUBT DIRECTED AT INCREASED
PRESSURE FROM THF KEY POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AGAINST THE
MILITARY'S AND THE INTERIM GOVFRNMENT!S POLICIES A8 MUCH
AS AT THE STUDENTS AND OTHER ACTIVIST ELEMENTS WITHIN THE
ROK SOCTETY. THIS INSTITUTION OF TOTAL ML IS PATTERNED.
AFTER PRESIDENT PARK'S INITIATION OF ML IN THE EARLY 7@7S.
YO cnoL PROTESTS, PARTICULARLY STUDENT PROTESTS AGAINST
HIS YUSHIN GOVERNMENT, THEN TOTAL ML HAD THF DESIRED

EFFECT. THE SITUATION WAS COOLED, NOW AS THEN THERE ARE :

MANY STKILARITIES, HOWEVER THERE ARE ALSO SOGME KEY
DISSTMILARITIES. STUDENTS NOW ARE BETTER ORGANIZED
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRYS THE ECONOMIC ENVIRANMENT IS AT
. AN EYTREME LOW WITH UNEMPLOYMENT AT HIGH LEVELS,. AND PAY
LAGGING WELL BEHTND COST OF LIVING FACTORS. 80TH OF ' THE
-~ KEY POLITICAL PARTIES ARF VOICING STRONG CRITICISM TOWARD
THE WMILITARY AND THE CHOT INTERIM GOVERNMENT, TWO OF THE
THREE LEADING POLITICAL CANDIDATES FOR -PRESIDENT HAVE BEEN
REPORTED ARRESTED IN THE WAKE OF TOTAL ML, AS TO WHY IS
NOT -YET CLEAR, THE PRESTDENT, (CHOI), HAS NOT YET MADE
A PERSANAL STATEMENT SUPPQRTING THE EXTENSION OF ML, IT
1S TNO EARLY TO GET A CLEAR READING ON PUBLIC REACTION TO
THE NEW ML EDICT. BASED ON EAPLTIER CONTACTS WITH STUDENT
AND FACULTY SOURCES, THE CLOSING OF THF UNIVERSITY WAS A
GOAL OF THE STUDENTS IN ORDER TO FOCUS MORE ATTENTION Y0
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THEIR caU, IF STUNENT PLANSIHAVE NOT CHANGED, STUDENT
DEMONSTRATIONS IN VIOLATION OF THE NEW DECREE MAY START
8Y EARLY EVENING, 18 MAY, : :

ALSO WITH STUDENT LEADERSHIP UNDER ARREST, THERE IS A
STRONG POSSIBILITY FACULTY MEMRERS WILL OPENLY JOIN IN
THE PROTESTS WITH THEIR STUDENTS. ;

Pl

-2. [ :rTcR THREE DAYS OF STREET DEMONSTRATIONS
{3<1% MAY, IT WAS EVIDENT THAT THE STUDENT LEADERSHIP 53
EXTREMELY DISAPPOINTED BY BLHE LACK OF PURLIC SUPPORT FOR
FOR THEIR MOVEMENY, _THE GOVERNMENT!S MONDERATE STANCE HAD
SUCCEEDED IN, AT A MINTMUM, HOLDING PUALIC OPINION AT A
STANDSTILL AND PROBABLY HAD GARNERED SOME MODEST ADDED
SUPPORT IN FAVOR OF THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT, NOW WITH
TOTAL ML, THE MI{ITARY COMMITTED TO KEY LOCATIONS THROUGH=
OUT THE CITY.AND THE BULK OF THE SF POISED TO MEET ANY.
PUBLTC VIOLATIONS OF DECREE. NUMBER 18, THE CHANCES THAT
THE NEYT RESPONSF FROM THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE MODERATE IS8
VERY SLIGHT, HOW THE GENERAL PUBLIC WILL REACT TO
MILITARY/STUDENT CONFRONTATIONS SHOULD THEY OCCUR ‘1S "STILL
ANYONE'S GUESS. _AN OVER=REACTION BY. THE MILITARY COULD
SWING PUBLIC SENTIMENT TO THE STUDENTS. -CONVERSATIONS
WITH SENTOR MILITARY OFFICIALS REFLECTED A UNWAVERING
CONVICTION THAT A STRONG HAND WAS NEEDED RATHER YHAN THE

" . MODERATE RESPONSE SHOWN "13=15 WAY, HOWEVER SHOULD. .

MILITARY/STUDENT CLASHES RESULY IN B8LOODSHED, HOW THIS
WILL LIKELY PLACE PRESSURE ON THE CURRENT MILITARY RULING
CLIOUE IS ANOTHER POINT FOR CONJECTURE.
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-3, ' CONSTSTENTLY, FRHON, TU HWAN WaS REEN THE
PRIMARY TARGET FAR STUDENT OISSENT. ALTHAUGH NOT AS OPEN

AS THE STUCENT OTSSENTERS THE CHIEF POLITICAL LEADERS,

TWO OF WHOM ARE NOW UNDER ARREST, HAVE ALSA SOUGHT WAYS TQ
QENUCE HIS POWER, HE UNNQUBTENLY TS AWARE OF THESE

EFFORTS. NOW WHFTHER EXTENDED ML GIVES CHAN A MORE

SECURE RASE OR INSTEAD TENODS TA POLARIZE FVEN A LARGER
CONTINGENT GF ROK SOCIETY IN OTSSENT AGAINST HIS ROLFE IS

STTLL VAGUE., FOR THOSE WHO FEAR A ROK MILITARY TAKE OVER,
ONE MUST CONCLUDED THAT THE ENACTMENT OF FULL ML IS ANATHER
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