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OT COMFORTABLY 60 ON. HAKIN& SOME OF THE BASIC ASSUMPTIONS
PF THE PAST, WE ARE FACED WITH NEW UNCERTAINTY AND THE
EED FOR CARE IN THE NAY WE COMPORT UURSELH‘.S.

(S

\ND “PARK'S DEATH, I WAS .STRUCK BY THE PERVASIVENESS WITHIN
.HE“ESTiaLIbnMENT OF WORRY ABOUT WHERE THE GOVERNMENT'S
AROLINE POLICIES WERE LEADING KOKEA, PEOPLE IN ALMOST
PLL SECTORS AND ALL LEVELS TOLD US UF THEIR ANXIETY AND
ERE BECOMING INCREASINGLY BOLD IN IDENTIFYING PRESIDENT
ARK AS THE MAN MAKING THE WRONG DECISIONS, LISTENING TO
DVISORS WHO WERE TELLING HIM WHAT THEY THOUGHT HE WANT.D
D HEAR, ~IN OUR LAST CONVERSATION WIYH AIM .(OCTOBER 18),
VEN PARK H:EEEEF“SEEEEE T0 nuesrxou THE WISOOM OF RIS
'ARDLINh Dhcxsxons. i B 2%

: conam&u NITH THE MYSTE‘.HY IN HUST ACCOUNTS OF PARK'S
,EATH, THIS SENSE OF -MALAISE IN THE BLUE HOUSE PROMPTED ™
BANY PEOPLE TO ASSURE PARK:WAS KILLED IN & MILITARY

fOUP,  THIS WAS MY OWN INITIAL CONCLUSION WHICH 1 HAVE

BINCE REVISED IN THE ABSENCE OF CURRODBORATING SIGNS, A

ORE PLAUSIBLE PUSSIBILITY 18 THAT SOME INOIVIDUALS

ROUND THE PRESIDENTy PERHAPS LED BY KC1A DIRECTOR KM

HAE KYU, MAY - HAVE DECIDED 7O ELIMINATE THE PRESIDENT

HILE LEAVING THE GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE. JNTACT ON THE

SSUMPTION THEY COULD ARRANGE AN ACCE?TABLE SUCCESSOUR,

OME ACCOUNTS OF THE KILLINGaBO SUBGEST CONSPIRACY, AND

‘IM CHAE KYU MAY HAVE BEEN ONE OF TROSE WHO FELT PAKK!'S

ARDLINE ACTIUNS WERE ENDANGERING THE REPUBLIC. EVEN THIS

ORE LIMITED hXPLANATION :s NOT 'VERY CONVINCING BECAUSE OF

HE RISKS INVOLVED. =~

. WHETHER THE KILLING WAS A WELL PLANNED MILITARY coup,

'MORE LIMITED. "hLIMfNATION" UR SIMFLY A BIZARRE INCIDENT,
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UBJECT% INITIAL KEFLECTIONS ON POST=PARK CHUNG nek
SITUATIUN IN RUKEA

E ARE PACED WITH A Niw SITUATIUN IN KOREA wHOSE HALLMAKK
ILL BE UNCERTAINTY, TrE KEY PLAYERS AKE STILL THE PREVIOUS
STABLISHMENT FURCES == ABUVE ALL TRE MILITARY whU, EVEN IF
HE CAN ENCUURAGE THEM TuwARU MORE LIBERAL OIRECTIUNS, Rave
0T CHANGED THEIR SFUTS AND CUMFORT IN WORKING WITHIN AN
UTHORITAKLIAN PULITICAL STRUCTURKE, BEFURE LONG ThE
BNNATURAL GUIET wnltn PREVALILS wlbl GIVE nAY TO RISING
ENSIUN AS THE VAKIUUS tLEMENTS OF THe POLITICAL SCENE SORT
DUT THELR PUSITIUNS ANU PROBE THE MEASUKE OF THLIR PUWER,
QULDe=BE SULCESSURS TU THE PRESIDENT MUST ALREADY Bt nARD
T WOKK ON THElX PLANS UF CAMPALGN, 1re PULITICA! OPPCSIe
ION WILL ALMUST SUKELY StEK MORE REFURM THAN ThkY AR:
IRELY TU ALRIEVE, AND JF THEY PUSR TUO RmARL TOU SOUN ak
() AY SEE A RAPLU RETURN TO POLLITICAL PULARIZATIUN, COUN=
USI0N ANU UNCERTAINTY AKE WUITE PUSSIBLE, IT 1S UNLIKeLY
HAT SUME LEAVER wlTH THE RIGHT CUMBINATION OF FIKMNESS AND
[)-uuTuﬁTv wILk MOVE IN SMOUTALY TO TAKE OVER, wnILEt THE
UCKEYING OF LESS SUITAbLE LEADERS 1S GUING QONy WE wILL NOT
BE ABLE TO ASSUME, AS wt RAVE DURINL ThE PAST MANY YEARY,
HAT THERE 1S A& TUUbn, CAPAbLE, CUMMONSENSICAL =+ IF
SECHET
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UTHORITAKIAN == LEADER WnO IS THUROULHLY IN CHARGE,

D, AT THIS PUINT, I THINK IT HAZARUOUS TO nAKk FAR®KRCALHING
UUSMENTS, I AM KEASUNABLY CUMFUKTABLE IN STATING THAT I
XPECT THE SITUATIUN TU hOLD TOGETHER .UKT OF ChAUS, FEAR
0F wEAKENINs TREMSELVES IN THE FPACE OF A NUKRTR KOREAN
HREAT ANU WURKIES ABUUT ALIENATING OTmek ELEMENTS UF
; ORcAN SOCICTY mAY RMELP KEEF THE MILITARY RcLATIVELY
UINIFIEU, CERTALINLY S0 FAk Tre CUNSTITUTIONAL PROCESS HAS
"'URKED SMOUTALY, Tnk CABINET MAS PERFORMED AS IT SAOULY
ND TRE MI.ITARY nAVE GONE QUT OF TREIR WAY TO LO THE RIGNT
HING, BuT CUMPEIITIUN AND CONPUSIUN MAY DEVELUP Tu 1t
OINT UF TRIGGERING A MURE LLASSIC FOKM OF COUP, In ANY
VENT, 1 CANNUT PREVLCT HOW LONG JT WiLh TARE FOR A NEW
QUILIBKIUM TOU DEVELUP, ALTHUUGH A MUDESTLY LIDERALIZEV
FUSHIN STRUCTURE wOULL BE wELCOMEL BY A MAJORITY OF
= OREANS, IT I8 nAnd TO SEE hOw 1T wWUULD BE KEALIZED. ANONG
PEOPLE wWHO AKE SO FKACTIOUS, BLUNT AND ALGLRESSIVE wiTm
HE RESULT THAT nARULINERS TEND TO RISE TU THE TOP. Wb MAY
€ FACED wlTH AN ATTEMPT TO PRESERVE THE STATUS GUOD WiTh A
ESS EFFECTIVE LEADER, e

e 0, AbOVE ALL, 1T IS HAKD TO PREDLCT wHO wiLL COME UUT ON

B 0P, THE CUNSTITUTIUN CALLS FOR AN INDIKECT ELECTIUN OF A
EW PRESIDENT WLTHIN 92 DAYS, 1JF ONE OCCURS, THE PERSOR
ELECTEL MAY NUT BE Tht PERMANENT LEADER, nlm UHONe PUIL
S UNE UBVIUUS CUNTENUER AS IS CHUNG IL KwAN, Nk rURMER
BOULD Be LIKELY TU TARE CHARGE) THE LATTER wOULb bk MURE
IKELY TO PrESIVE OVEK A MUKE DIVERSE PUWER STRUCTURE,
I AU RAK Wikl Db MARD AT WORK TRYING TU PULL STRINGS EVEN
HOUGH rt 15 PRUSABLY TUO HATED TU oE CROSEN AS ThE LELAVERN,
HE MILITARY MAY PREFER TeMPORARILY TO ALLUn THE ACTING
RESIDENT TU PRESIDE DBEYOND THE 9¢ DAY LIMIT 4ND RETALN
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POWEK IN A MILITARY COLLECTIVE LEADERSHIP, A PUPULAR
ONTEST wHERE PEUPLE SUCH AS RIM TAE JUNG AND KIMTYUNG SAM-
COULD AT LEAST eNTEKR The CDHP&TITIUN bEtHS hIGHLY UNLIKELA
AT THIS TIMc, 5

13 GIVEN TRIS LARLE DEGREE UF UNPREDICTABILITY, we nibh
AVe TO EXERCISt tXTRA CARE IN LUK Own APPRUACH “TU The
0K, Wt ARE UFF TU AN LXCELLENT STARY, HAVING SWIFTLY MAUVE
TATEMENTS ANU TAKREN ACTIONS TU EMPRASILE THE CUNTINULITY UF
OUR PROTELTUK KOULE, AS WE MOVE ONy HUWEVER, we MAY Bt
ACED wiTn FAR MUKE VIFFICULT PROUBLEMY, FIRST s "TRERE Wlkb
B3E ELEMENTS In KUKEA wHU WISn Tu BORKUW OUR INFLUENCE, "1~
AVE ALREADY BEEN APPRUAGHED bY SUME ANV 1 EXPECT TU BE
PPRQAinhu_nl_ﬂAul_nQKL,ntMLEA&&L_Qlﬁblkéﬂliinﬁgklll£ b
NISTS wHU WANT QUK heLP 10 PYURSUE THEIK Uwi ENUS,
ven wiTHOU] THESE QUPPLICANTS, I WOULD UKGE mMOST STRUN&L?
HA® A€ DE=tMPHASIZE QUK PROGLIVIIY Tu SULGEST ARCHITEC®
URAL OESIGNS It PAVOR OF A GUIETER RULE OF PROVIDING
REASSURANCE ALALINST THE TmREAT FRUM NURTH KOREA, URGING
BSERVANCE UF Tmt "CUNSTITUTIUNAL PROCESS® (wk SHUULU
AVOID EMBRALING THE YUSMIN CONSTITU1IUNJ. AND GEMTLY
ORKING ThROUGH ALL CHANNELS TUWARD PULSTICAL LIBERALLZA=
J1ON, WE Wik NAVE TU BE CAREFVL ABOUT THE CHANNELS nE USE.
mUST AvUIL CUNVETING THE LﬂPRhQSLOh THAT WE _wOULY Bk
HAPPY wlTnm A MILITARY TAREQVER, oUT Wk nuST ALSD WORK ®iTn
nE MILITAKY wnQ wlil 86 A VEKY INFLUENILAL FACTOK == EVEN
OWARD LIDERALIZATIUN, STKUNL STATEMENTS UF SUPPORT suthn
AS WE MADE YROTERUAY PRUVIDE AN EXCELLENT BASIS FUR RLIT
IRELATIONSNLF,

12, wE SHUULLY ALSU NUT TKEAT ThE New REGIME A AN INRER]w
OR OF TMe SIN® UF 1RE PARK REGIME, UNTIL THE NEw Lkuwu
AVE BLUTTED THEILK 9u97:00n, wE anULU &0 QLT ur UUN KAY
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O AVOID CKITICAL PUBLIC COMMENT UR TU,JARE _SYMBOLLL

PUNISHING ACTLION, SUCRn AS ABSTERTIONS IN THe JF1S. WhlLE

E INTEND TU CONTINUE TO PRESS FON LIBERAL TREATMENT FOK

POLITICAL ALTIVISTS, wk MUST AVUID £AkLY PRESSURES FOR ANY

RAMATIC STePS UF LUBERALIZATION, wE SnuyLu BE AS GENEROUS

AS POSSIBLE IN UEFLING wITH ECONOMIC 18SUES SINCE THE

UKKENT RUKb LOES NUT ENJOY THE SAME EGUNUMIC CUSAIUN ThAl

ELPED PARK CARuNG MEE SU DECISIVELY DURING KECENT YEARS, ° i
FINALLY, nE SAOULU KEEP IN MIND THA) Trnp KOKEA UF 1979 1S p Lt
07 Tnt KOKEA UF TnE EAKLY '60'S whEN Wt wekE Aple TU BukkY ©
HE_EARKLY PARN REGIME INTO CONSTITUTIUNAL REFORNS, 1 DON'T /pun /5
HINK TRERE IS AMY LNANGE IN THE POPULAR DESIRE FUK & MORE -
JBERAL GOVERNMENT, BUT SINCE TrE 1v66'S, WS, PRESSURES — [u((977
DN KOKEA MAVE ACCUMULATED T THE PUINT wnert wE CULLD FACE ) -
AN EXTREMELY UNREALTHY ANTI®AMERICAN REACTIUN SHOULU nt ' T il
PRESS TUO hAKL ANU TUO CRASSLY 10 BRING AbUUT STRUCTURAL ;N‘(%Q&f
LHANGE ,

B3, OLPAKTMENT PLEASE PASS AMEMBASOLES TUKYD AND KUALA
UMPUR, KUALA LUMPUR FUR EA ASSISTANT SECRETARY NMULBRUOKE,
SECKRET
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