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SUBJECT:
"{HIS IS AN INFO REPT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL® -

N
1.  (U) CTY: REPUBLIC OF KOREA (KS) . ™
2. ) 1r ver: ‘ Q
3. (U) TITLE: MILLTARY ATTITUDES. TOWARD RECENT ROK N
POLITICAL SITUATIONS (U) . ;
4.“ (U) NO. ) 'y
5. (Uu) DTD OF TNFO: 791010
6. (U) OTD OF REPT: 791015
70 (u) OTD & PL AGN: 791010,
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9. (U) ASSESSMENT: 8 2

11, (U) REQ EvaL: NO

5. (U pecearine oreicer: GGG
P oy seeeovine autwoeir: [

14, (U) ROK wILITARY & CIVILIAN OFFICIALS
15, (U) SP INSTR: RESTRICTIVE CAVEATS USED TG PROTECT AN
01RC: WO, . ’
16, | “SUMMARY: THIS REPORT SUMMARIZES
THE COMMENTS OF TwO ROK FIELD GRADE OFFICERS CONCERNING
THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE ROK ARMY IN POLITICAL MATTERS IN
LIGHT OF RECENT ANTI=GOVERNMENT STUDENT ACTIVITIES. IV
ALSO PROVIDES INFORMATION CUNCERNING MILITARY CONCERN THAT

UPCOMING SECURITY CONSULATIVE MEETING (SCM) OR RETARD US-
ROK SECURITY COOPERATION IN GENERAL. THE KIM YONG SAM
CASE 1S APPARENTLY BEING DISCUSSED FAIRLY OPENLY 1IN
MILITARY CIRCLES, AND SOME FEEL THE GOVERNMENT MAY HAVE
COMMITTED A TACTICAL BLUNDER 8Y HIS OUSTER,

DETAILS: s

(COMMENTS ARE PARAPHRASE
'KIM YONG SAM'S OUSTER.
(1) YONE OF THE BASIC PRECEPTS OF THE KOREAN ARMY, LIKE
THE US ARMY ARE ESSENTIALLY POLITICAL IN NATURE, SINCE

THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT ORIGINALLY CAME TO POWER IN A4
MILITARY COUP, SOME WESTERNERS TEND TO THINK OF THE KOREAN
4RMY AS BEING HEAVILY ORIENTED TOWARD POLITICAL ACTIVITY
BUT, THIS IS NOT THE CASE, IN THE 1962 COUP, THE ROK
INTERNAL SITUATION HAD BAOLY DETERIORATED AND THE ARMY,
WAS THE ONLY DISCIPLINED AND ORGANIZED INSTITUTION AVAIL=
ABLE, HAD TO TAKE ACTION TO RESTORE ORDER TO THE GOVERN=
MENT AND AVOID FURTHER OISINTEGRATION AND POSSIBLE
COMMUNTST TAKEOVER. MNOWADAYS THE SITUATION 1§ MUCH
DIFFERENT, : :

(3) THIS OFFICER COULD ONLY ENVISION THE ARMY GETTING
INVOLVED IF THE SITUATION DEGENERATED COMPLETELY INTO
VIRTUAL CHAOS. '

B, _ SOURCE OF THE FOLLQOWING
COMMENTS IS A assienved To NN <+0 HAS IN
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“THE PAST MADE COMMENTS CRITICAL OF THE PRESIDEwT., THE"

ROK ARMY GENERAL CORPS, AND 1HE ROK ARMY PROMOTIOM POLI-
CIES., (COMMENTS ~ERE MADE PRIOR TO KIM YONG S&M'S

QUSTER, BUT DURING STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, COMMENTS ARE
PARAPHRASED,) :

(1) " THE ROK ARMY REPRESENTS THE PEOPLE AND COULD HNEVER
FIRE ON STUOENTS. IF & SITUATION EVER DEVELOPS wHERE THE
NATIOWAL POLICE CAWNNOT CONTROL A STUDENT DEMQONSTRATION,
THE GOVERNMENT wOULD PROBABLY FALL BECAUSE ThE ARMY CANNOT
BE CUUNTED unN TO0 TAKE ACTION AGAINST STUDENTS. THE ARMY 'S
JOB IS TQ FIGHT COMMUNISTS AND DEFEwWD THE COUhTRY; nNOT

TQ FIGHT STUODENTS,

: THIS SHOULD 8E PUT INTO
PERSPECTIVE. 1F THE NATIONAL POLICE CANNUT CONTROL A
OEMONSTRATIUN, CERTAIN ARMY ELEMENTS wOULD BE USED ANDO
WOULD PROPABLY BE EFFECTIVE, BEST CANDIDATES AKRE STH SF
B0E AND ELEMENTS OF CAPITAL SECURITY COMMAND AND/OR
CAPI1TOL CORPS, I THINK THESE UNITS COULD 8E COUNTED ON

TO COUNTER STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS BUT 1F 1T CA%E TQ SHOOT-
ING STUDENTS OR CITIZENS THE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES wouLoD
UNDQUBTEDLY BE SEVERE, (THE ABOVE COMMENTS ARE ONLY
SPECULATIVE AND SHOULO IN NQ @AY BE CONSTRUED TO MEAN THAY
THE PRESENT SITUATION IS IN ANY WAY CRITICAL.) :

Ce SOURCE OF THE FOLLOWING
COMMENTS IS 4 CIVILIAN INTELLIGENCE OFFI1CER wITH CONTACTS
IN THE OEFENSE SECURITY COMMAND AND DAILY CONTACT WITH ROK
MILITARY PERSONWEL, (COMMENTS WERE #ADE ON 9 OCTOBER, AFTER
THE KIM YONG SAM OUSTER., AND ARE PARAPHRASED FOR CLARITY.
(1) " THE KIM YONG SAM OUSTER IS BEING WIDELY DI1SCUSSED
THROUGHOUT THE MILITARY, JUST AS IT IS IN THE CIVILIAN
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COVRUNTTY. - THIS T TTSELF 1S SOMEXNAT UNUSUAL. THE
GENFRAL FEELING

14 THAT TUE SOVEKMMENT HAS MADE A T‘CTICA.L.
BLUKDER Y CUSTING TN, =

SINCE REFARE HE WAS CNLY A

ON LEAGER BUT NG¥ MAY ACHIEVE"

B
MARGINALLY EFFFCTIVE QPPOSITI
MAGTYR STATUS. SNME FEEL THAT THE GOVERNMENT MEY HAVE
LCSY FACE SINCE FVEM ¥ XCREAN~STYLE® OEOCRACY TOLERATES
AN OPPOSTTION? APDARFMTLY NOJ4 THAT TS ‘N3 LCMNGER TRUE
(2) ¥ THERE IS ‘ALSO SOMF CONCERM IN THE MILITARY THAT THE
KIH YONG SAM TNCINENT MAY ANVERSELY EFFECT THE SCM OR '
RETARD SECURITY CANPEPATION RETWEEM THE US AND R0K AT A
TINE WHEN THE TPNnP <JTUORAWAL TSSUE HAS ONLY RECENTLY
BEEN [(FAVORABLY 1IN KORFAN SYFSIRESOLVEN ® SOIIRCE WAS NF-
THE PERSONAL QPYMTION THAT THE GOVERSMENT (PRFSUMARLY
MEANTNG THYF PRESINENT) Han RECEIVFN 9AD ARVICF ON- THE' KIH

& avyrriee

“
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LYONG Saw MATTER 3 oy r & _
(3) FE ALSO SPECULATS THAT CAPITASL SEZURITY COMMAND CG,
MG ((CRAM)) SONG KAK HOuLn ARE PROMOTEN VERY S0OM TN LTG
; AND. REASSIGNEDN TQ 4 CORSS COMMaND GHNCE THF POLITICAL
. SITHATICON TN SEOUL RETUPNED T MGRYAL, i
el S5 CHOM KAS PREVIOUISLY
BEEXN CONIINERED 4 FRGNT RUNMER F02 & THIRD STE&R AND TORFS
comMarD,  STIRCE | THIYKR HE MAY §F PROMOTED
IMMEOQTATELY AUT SFMAIN TN HIS FRESENT PCSTTTON-UNTIL THF
SITUATIONM IN THE CaPITLL 1S Cal™, :
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