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TAGS: RINS, ELTN, SOPN, KS
SUBUECTJ, *PRESIDENT CHUN VISITS KWANGJU: MIXED SIGNALS
1. (U)°PRESPDENT CHUN (M-R: CHON TU-HWAN) ON SEPTEMBER 5
VISITED *KWANGUU, CAPITOL OF CHOLLA SOUTH PROVINCE AND SCENE
oF MAY’$e51STURBANCES. AFTER HEARING BRIEFINGS ON FLOOD
CONTROL ,FRQY THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR, CHUN SAID HE WAS
"SATISFPE® THAT THE KWANGJUU INCIDENT HAS BEEN SETTLED
THROUGH THE GONCERTED EFFORTS OF THE PEOPLE. WE SHOULD
NOT DISGUSS*THE INCIDENT ANYMORE," HE SAID, ADDING THAT
HE WAS C@®NRP3PENT THE PROVINCE "WOULD RESTORE ITS HONOR
AND SELF-RESRECT AND BE A MORE EXEMPLARY PROVINCE THAN
OTHERS. %, IN®A POTENTIALLY FAR-REACHING MOVE, CHUN
ORDERED THE CONSTRUCTION MINISTRY TO FORMULATE A PLAN FOR
BUILDING®AN"BXPRESSWAY "THROUGH (MASSIVE) CHIRI MOUNTAIN"
WHICH WOBPM®*CONNECT THE CHOLLAS WITH THE KYONGSANG
PROVINCES. «
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2. (C) GQMMENT: SUCH AN EXPRESSWAY, IF BUILT, WOULD BE
OF CONSZDERABLE ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE TO THE CHOLLAS,
conFIDERTIRE®
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WHICH HAS POORER HIGHWAY AND RAIL FACILITIES AND
CONNECTIONS THAN THE KYONGSANG AREA. TO CHOLLA RESIDENTS,
WHOSE ATTITUDE TOWARDS CHUN IS PRESUMABLY COLORED BY
MEMORIES OF KWANGUJUU AND BY THE KIM DAE-JUNG (M-R: KIM
TAE-CHUNG) CASE, THE ROAD WOULD BE A CONCILIATORY GESTURE.
HOWEVER, CHUN’S IMPLICATION THAT CHOLLA SOUTH PROVINCE HAS
LOST ITS HONOR IS NOT LIKELY TO BE HELPFUL. GLEYSTEEN
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