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SUBJECT: XQREA FOLUS oo TENSIONS IN THE ROK
REF: SEQUL 5857

s .
1. (S) ENTIRE TEXT,
2. YOUR ANALYSIS IN REFTEL IS mELPFUL RUT UNDERSTANDABLY

TROUBLING, OICX IS IN NEW YORK TOODAY AND THEREFQRE THIS
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MESSAGE WAS NQT BEEN COOCROINATED wiTw WIw, SUT +E waNTED
YOU TO WAVE QUR PRE_IMINARY REACTION BEFORE YQUR MEETING
FRIDAY MORNING wITH GEMERAL CHUN,

3, WHILE TWE ROXG THUS FAR APPEARS TO NAVE HMANQLED STUDENT
DEMONSTRATIONS «ITw RESTRAINT AND FINESSE, IT IS UIFFICULT
WERE TO ESTIMATE THE DYNAMICS AND REACTIONS TO THESE
EVENTS, WE NOTE wlTW CONCERN YOUR CONCLUSION TWAT TENSIONS
ARE NOW RISING AND GOVERNMENT TOLERANCE PERMAPS LESSENING,
THERE MaVE SEEN ANQGMALOUS ASPECTS TO MANY OF THESE STUDENT
DEMONSTRATIONS? 00 YOU WAVE ANY INDICATION AS TO eWQD IS
STIRRING THE POT AND WHY?

4, WE AGREE THAT WE SHOULD NOT OPPOSE ROK CONTINGENCY
PLANS TO MAINTAIN Law AND OROER, BUT YOU SHOULD REMIND CWUN
AND CHOI OF TWE DANGER OF ESCALATION IF LAW ENFORCEMENT

RESPONSIBILITIES ARE NOT CARRIED QUT wlTH CARE AND REe
STRAINT,

S, WE ALSO SHARE YOUR FRUSTRATION AT THE ABSENCE QF
FORTHRIGHT PUBLIC LEADERSMIP BY PRESIDENT CHOI wHICKH COULD
GO FAR TO OAMPEN RUMORS AND EASE TENSIONS, THE CONSEGUENT
SENSE OF ORIFT IS POTENTIALLY VERY SERIQUS, wITH CWOI
ABOUT TO LEAVE FOR WIS MIDOLE Ea8T TRIP, IF WE IS TO SEEX
TO COGL TEMPERS BSEFQRE mE LEAVES, HE »ILL WAVE TO ACT
SWIFTLY SINCE WIS RETURN TO SEQUL wILL BE AFTER THE STUDENTe
IMPOSED MAY 18 JEANLINE 8Y wHICH TIME STUDENT ACTION/
GOVERNMENT REACTION MaY WAVE ESCALATED TO UNHEALTHY PROPQRe
TIONS, ALTROULGH CHOI MaY RESENT AOVICE ON POLITICAL
TACTICS, #E ASSUME YOU WILL 4ANT TO USE THE MEETING WITm
TWE BLUE mCUSE SECRETARY GENERAL TO STATE OUR "CONCERNS
ABQUT TmE POTENTIAL GRAVITY OF TWHE SITUATION VERY BLUNTLY,
INCLUDING YOUR aSSESSMENT TwaAT ONLY THE PIESIDENT CaN
SECRET




b

o
L
!

iy dReE S e cew tredl . e - @9 bl v ¢ l

Y ] ) ‘ S )

De mtment of State OUTGO|NG
g x pe TELEGRAM

SECRET

\l'\\‘

C_PAGE. 23 STATE 122282
SUFFICIENTLY COOL THE SITUATION,

6, WE EXPECT YOU WILL TAKE THESE ACCUMULATING ISSUES INTO
ACCOUNT AS YOU ORGANIZE YOQUR MEETING WITH GENERAL CRHUN
TOMORROw MORNING, YOU INOICATED THAT YOU PLANNED TQ
COMMENCE #ITH A DESCRIPTION OF QUR REASONS POR POSTRONING
THE SCM A3 YOU EARLIER PRESENTED THEM 70 PRESIDENT CHQI,
YOU MUST JUDGE THESE TACTICAL GUESTIONS YQURSELF, BUT YOU
MAY WISH TO CUNSIODER NOT LEADING wITHM TWIS ISSUE, adourt
WHICH CMUN IS 08VIOUSLY WELL BRIEFED, BUT RATHER MORE
FORWARD LOOKING ISSUES OF THE PRESENT AND FUTURE., CHUN
WILL INEVITABLY ASK YOU aB0UT TWE SCM POSTPONEMENT AT SOME
POINT, BUT LETTING MIM RAISE THAT ISSUE MAY MAKE THE
MEETING APPEAR LESS CONFRONTATIONAL ON QUR PART,

§
N
§O0;
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s

7, YOU MAY BE ABLE TO CONVEY TQ CHUN A SENSE THMAT WE HWAVE
& SHAREQ INTEREST IN NOT mMAVING A SUDENT/GOVERNMENT LCLASH
DESTABILIZE TRE COUNTRY OR UPSET THE POSSIBILITIEs FOR
SOUND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT, I A M

Fa 000 INTELLIGENCE ON § T AN '
T nE JELIEVES
PRESSURES—TOWARD CONFRONTATION, IN AOOITION TO GETTING WIS

ANALYSIS, IT COULD AFFORD AN OPPORTUNITY TO STRESS THE
ESCALATIVE EFFECT OF QVER REACTION AND THE REAL UNRESOLVED
DOUBTS ABOUT THE ROXG WHICH ARE PREVALENT IN KOREAN SQCIETY

8, A48 wE LOOK TO TwE POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENTS OF THE NEXT
TEN DAYS, OUR_ASS MENT OF 87

LARLY IMPORTANT,
)
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