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- Remulitarization

by Fujii Haruo

Introduction

Japan's recstablished military — the Self Defense
Forces — is, like the armed forces maintained by any
country, designed lo protect the present Japanese
ruling system, L¢., monopoly capitalism.

* Due to its defeat in World War I, Japan’s “great
imperial army” wus dissolved. Immediately after the
outbreak of the Korcan war in 1950, however, Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur, Commanderin-Chief of the
occupation army, ordered the Japanese governmenl
to establish 2 national police rescrve force,

An immediate duty to be fulfilled by the police
reserve force was to engage in maintenance of public
peace in Japan, since the U.S. troops stationed in
Japan for that purpose were dispatched to the Korcan
peninsula. During the conflict in Korea, Japan served
both as a dispatch base for U.S. operations in Kores,
and s a supply base. U.S. military headguarters for
the Korean war were located in Japan, there were
many U.S. bases on Jupanese soil, and the familics of
U.S. soldiers were living here. Not only was it the task
of the police reserve force to protect them, it was also
expected to cventually develop into o new Japancse
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army.
The Sclf Defense Forces (SDF) comprised of
GCround, Maritime and Air forces, were ¢reated accords
ing to the 1954 reorganization of the police reserve
force, and were given the additional task of delend-
ing the nation against foreiga attack, In vther words,
regardless of its name, the SDF actually took on the
same functions as the militaries of olher countries,
The role of the SDF was to combat hoth domestic
and forcign enemies, and to achieve these ends, it was
to be mobilized both for external defense and inter-
nal security. In this way, a military was revived in
Japan, equipped with both 2 military function against
foreign countries and onc to maintain domestic peace
and order by fighting against the eacmy within the
structure of Japanese monopoly cupilalism, ic.. the
Japancse people themselves.
In the more than 27 years since its establishment,
this military has tread the inevitable path of selfs
induced expansion, according to the unwritten law o
mililary power development in imperialistic countries.
After instituting four long-term plans for reinfore
ment of the SDEF's military power, the Japanese D
fense Agcncy adopted in 1977 a system patterned
after the U.S. method of revicwing a [ive-year plan




every three years, This review process is called an in-
terim work assessment. The first such assessment was
decided upon in 1978 (1978 Intcrim Work Assess-
ment) and the second one is scheduled to be com-
pleted shortly (1981 Interim Asscssment).

The national defense budgel now amounts to 2
trillion, 400 billion yen, the 8th largest in the world.
‘The countrics superceding Japan in terms of their
military budget arc the five nuclear-armed oncs, to-
gether with West Germany and Saudi Arabia. |

The total strength of the SDF i 240,000 men con-
sisting of 155,000 men in ground forces, 42,000 men
in Maritime forces with war wessels totaling 220,000
lons, 44,000 men in the Air forec with 750 airerafl,
Japan is thus cquipped with the strongest. most
modemn arms in the world in terms of conventlional
weaponry, and quality-wise with Lhe strongest in Asia.
Also, sincs Japan has a population of 116.5 million

“iznd its GNP is $115 trillion, its latent fighting strength
is great both in personnel and materiel.

Present Focal Point: The Korean Peninsula

In the 19505 the SDF, while taking charge ol
domestic security, worked towards strengthening its
basic defensive capahilities, and gradually took over
the groumd defense role from the U.S. military in
Japan. The troop strength of the U.S. armed forces in
Japan as of April 1952 (cxcluding thos= stationed in
Okinawa) was 260,000, but with the truce ending
Korean War hostilitics, it gradually decreased and in
1957 U.S. ground combat troops were completely
withdrawn from mainland Japan. At this point the
ground defense role was transferred to the SDF.

During this period, in 1952 the Maritime Security
Forces were formed and in 1954 were transformed
into the Maritime Self Defense Force. However, the
maritime and air forces were still in 2 formative
period in the 50s, still heavily dependent on the ULS,
military.

From 19358 to 1960 the first-phase delenss power
reinforcement plan was carried out, through which
the frumework of the SDF as a military was buill,
With the conclusion in 1960 of the new Japan-U.S.
Security Treaty (a military alliance) as a starl, Lhe
SDF’s external function was defined and strength-
ened. The focus of its external task was then directed
towards the Korean peninsula. It was in 1963 that the
Defense Agency's Joint Staff Council confidentinlly
conducted what became known as the “Mitsuya
Study.” This study was designed to examine measures
the SDF and Japaness government were to take,
based on the assumption that a second Korean War
would bresk out, The then U.S. Deputy Secretary of
Defense Gilpatrick stated sround that time that he
would expecl Japan “to be equipped with enough
monitoring power lo protect the arca. including a
part of the Korcan peninsula, in the future.”

The U.S, used Japan during the Korsan War as a
sortic and supply base. For the U.S., Jupan and south
Korea were one defense zone, and the US. forces
stationed in Japan and south Korea were considered
as one hody. It was under this pereeption by the US.
forces that the SDF and south Korean military were
developed. In the carly 60s, the US. began discussing

a large-scale cutback in U.S. troop strength in south
Korea and adopted 2 plan which would encourage
Japan to tzke over the responsibility.

With the conclusion of a Normalization Treaty be-
tween Japan and south Korea in 1965, the political,
economic and diplomatic rclationship between the
two countrics was strengthencd. Strong resistance
among the Japancsc pcople sgainst a direct military
tie-up, however, necessilated that the south Korean
military and Japaa's SDF continue their cooperation
only indirectly. with the U.S. military as mediator. In
1968, howewver, high military officials of both coun-
Lries began visiting each other and a system of infor-
mation exchange between the two was cstablished,

In 1965 2 U.S.-Japan joint communigue was issucd
which stated that “the security of south Korea is im-
portant for the sccurity of Japan itself,” thus placing
upon Japan the the cxpectation that it would take
over from the U.S, responsibility for south Korea's
defense. Thea, between 1970 and 1971, one division
of US. ground troops was withdrawn from south
Korea.

In the meantime, during the high econemic growth
perlod in the 60s, the military power of the Maritime
and Air Defense Forces was greatly cxpanded. By
1965 the 20,000-strong U.S. intercept units had been
withdrawn from Japan's mainland. Then in 1970 the
U.S. air force's atlack squadrons were also moved out
of the Japanese mainland. The Air Self Defense Force
took over the air defense role with F104)'s being put
into commission. and then with delivery of the F4E]
it took over much of the responsibility in the fisld of
strategic attack,

The military power of the Maritime Defense Force
was aleo strengthened. At about 1961, after the first-
phasc defonse strengthening plan had been com-
pleted, the war vessels in commission totzled 110,000
tons, with which the maritime force was expected Lo
be responsible for (1) guarding of the sca arca around
Japan and (2) defense of major ports and straits.
However, according to the third-phase defense plan
beginning in 1967, its roles were assumed to be (1)
reinforcement of defense power for the sea around
Japan and (2) improvement pf securing the safety of
marine traffic.

“The surrounding sea area™ according to the De-
fonse Agency was then considered the area extending
300 nautical miles from the Japancse coastline
(zbout 555 kilometers), In the early 60s this arca was
to be “guarded,” and in the late 60s its “defenss”
wus the responsibility of the maritime defense foree,
Then in the 70s, the surrounding waters expanded to
the ares several hundred to 1,000 nautical miles off
the coast of Japan, The defense authoritics explained
that the surrounding arca for the prolection of sea
lancs is 1,000 naulical miles and for sea area in gen-
eral, excluding sea lanes, is several hundred nautical
miles. In =ny casc a strategically important sea area in
the northwestern Pacific was to he covered by the
Maritizne Defense Force. The area in question natural-
Iy includes the sea and air around the Korean
peninsula.

with this clearly in mind, then U.S. Secretary of
Defense Schlesinger stated, in appreciation of Japan's
efforts, that **Japan is alrcady playing an indirect role
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in the defensc of south Korea. The defense capacity
provided by Japan's Air Defense Force is cffective
not only for the Japancse mawmland bul for the de-
fense of south Korea™

Towards U.S.-Japan-South Korea Joint Defense

Since the late 1970s the SDF's attitude toward re-
lations with south Korea hecamne even more clear and
positive. Al Lthe end of July 1979 the thea director-
general of the Defense Agency visiled south Korca,
becoming the first to do so whilc in active service. In
Qclober of the same year President Park Chung Hee
was assassinated and the situation in south Korca be-
came very unslable. In May 1980 martial law was ex-
tended throughout south Koses, and through armed
suppression of Lhe people’s uprising in Kwangju, the
dictatorial Chun Doo Hwan military regime was ¢s-

. tablished.

In the White Paper on Defense published on August
5 by the Japanese Defense Agency immediately after
the Kwangu incident and Chun's rise Lo power, the
statement concerning Lhe military situation in the
Korean peninsula changed greatly from the corre-
sponding statement published the previous vear. It
stated thal “to maintain pcace and stability in (he
Korean peninsuls is urgently required for Japan's
security.” Whereas the 1979 Defense White Paper
had stated “it has an important relation to Japan’s
sceurity,” this was changed in 1980 to “an urgently
required’ necessity.

The 1980 White Paper also stated appreciated for
U.S. President Caster’s decision to freeze the previ-
ously-plaaned withdrawal of U.S. ground troops from
soulh Korea, as “a measure appreciative for our coun-
try’s needs.” As this point illustrates, ever since the
withdrawal of U.S. ground truops from south Korca
bhecame an issuc in 1977 the Japanese military’s at-
titude toward south Korea has been expressed voczlly
and without hesitation. The Defense Agency strongly
requested that the U.S. lake measures to maintain a
military balznce on the Korcan peninsula, stating that
“the presence of the U.S. troops in south Korea is
essential for deterrence™ of the north.

In return for acceding to this request the ULS.
naturally demanded compensation from Japan. One
form of compensation was for Jupuan to share the
expense of US. wcops stationed in Japan. This
“sympathetic share” began in liscal 1978, and 3-
mounted then to 6.2 billion yen. The amount in-
creased rapidly to 43,5 billion ven in fiscal 1981, In
addition, 165 billion yen ($750 million) was bom by
Japan for the mainlenance of the U.S. bases in Japan.
(FY1979) Furthermore, the amounl of funded mil-
itary supplics (FMS) and genera]l military-related
imports increased suddenly from 1978, The mayjority
of these were purchased from the United States,
amounting to 27.8 billion yen in 1977, and increasing
rupidly to 108 billion yven and 107.5 billion yen in
1978 and 1979, respectively.

With the foregoing developments in mind, the mil-
ilary relationship betwesn Japan and south Korca to
1977 can be seen as two stages. The first is the periad
between 1950 and 1965: the second phase causing
after the conclusion of the Japan-south Korean tresty,
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and lasting until 1977.

In November 1978 a Japan-U.S. Defense Co-
operalive Guidline was set up by the two govern-
ments, based on the U.S-Japan securily treaty. This
(Guideline stipulated that the SDF constitutes the
major force and the U.S. troops a supplementary role
in malters concerning the defense of Japan. The
Guideline went further, however, in expanding the
arca to be joiatly covered by (he defense forces of the
U.S. and Japan to include the eatire “Far East.™ I
was within the context of (his guideline that the
director gencral of the Defense Agency visited south
Korea, as mentioned carlier. The third phase of the
Japan-south Korean security relationship thus began
in 1978, and continues Lo this day.

Following the July 1979 decision (o freeze the
withdrawal of U.S. ground troops from south Kosea,
Japan was further drawn jnto asssting in south
Korea's defense. This trend continued in 1980, with
the appearance of the Chun Doo IHwan regime in
south Korea, and the Ronald Reagan administralion
i the .S, These reactionary govermments are pro-
moting trilateral military cooperstion, including
Japan, requuing thal Japan go beyvond mere sharing
of cxpenses for U.S. truops, increased imports from
the U.S., and extending economic aid to south Korea.
Jupan is now being drawn inlo a higher degrec of
cooperation vis-a-vis south Korca’s defense.

Chun Doo Hwan, having heen invited as President
Reagan’s first foreign guest, met with Reapan in Feb
miary 1981, Thew joint communigue, promising in-
creased cooperalion, was followed hy a Suzuki-Reapan
meeting in May, during which the two confirmed in
another joint communique that the U.S. and Japan
will share mutually agreed-upon roles fur promoling
the maintenance of peace in the Korcan peninsula,
and for securing peace and stabilily in the Far East.
Premier Suzuki promiscd that Japan would improve
its defensive power in ils surrounding sea and air
space, and that it would strengthen its assistance lo
the region, recognizing the importance of these for
keeping peace and stability i the world — in other
words economic cooperation for sccurity.

As if expecting this resull, south Korean president
Chun Doo Hwan expressed his apprecistion for the
Japan-U.S. joint communigue and requested from
Japan *'s higher-devel of economic assistancs based on
Lhe concept of a fate-sharing community™ (in an in-
terview with x delegation ol Jiji Tsushin press seevice
reporters on May 15.) In the interview Chun stated
that *“The time has come for Japan to realistically
accept the view on regional security shared by the
U.S. and south Korex and Lo consider readjusiment of
its policy.” He further stated that “Japan’s strenglh-
ening of its maritime forces and air early warning
system will supplement Lthe regional security system
of the south Korean and 1.S. militaries stationed in
Korea,” thereby expressing his strong cxpectation
thal Japan would streagthen its nalional defense,

Direct military cooperation between Japan and
south Korca is being strengthened considcerably.
Dusing 1980, for cxample. the number of high-
ranking SDF officers who visited south Kores totaled
12 in six trps, and that of south Koresn military
officers totuled 94 in 30 trips to Japan. In September



1981 five students of the south Korcan military acad-
emy visited Japan's Defense Academy [or the first
tirne, staying for five days and sharing room and
board to deepen their exchange, The [irst visil by a
south Korcan training flect to Japan is scheduled to
tuke place within Lhe year. The south Korean military
cxpects to maintain an even deeper exchange with
Jupan in various fields including information, person-
nel, training and strategy.

South Korea's mternal contradictions are deepen-
ing into a general crisis, and the present ruling system
cannot  be mamtained without strengthening its
military dictatorship, It is the Japanese ruling class
which is most awarc of this fact. These forees in
Japan are trying, therefore, Lo secure Juapan 's imperial-
istic interests by supporting the military dictatorial
regime and by redefining the Japansoulh Korean
relationship as a “fatesharing community.”

From Maritime Defenss to Overseas Dispatchment

As mentioned earlier, Lhe Maritime Sell’ Delense
Force took the role of defense of the sca arca 300
nautical miles around Japan in the 60s and this area
was expanded to 1,000 nautical miles in the 70s. The
seit lanes that the SDF is in charge of are the south
castern lanc originating from Tokyo and the south
western one o lhe north of the Philippines originat-
ing from Osska, respectively covering 1,000 nautical
miles. In the 1980s the U.S. has begun (o ask Japan
to defend the sea arcas stretching 2,500 kilometers, as
far as Guam. U.S. Secretary for Defense Weinberger
reguested of foreign minister llo, when the lalter
visited the U.S. in March [981, that Japan bear rc-
sponsibility for the delense of Lhe norlhweslern
Pacific waters to the west of Guam and to the north
of the Philippines, This request was not only for the
defense of specific sca lancs but for the eatirc occan
arca.

From late February 1980, the Maritime Seif De
fense Forces participated in the RIMPAC (Pacific
Rim) maneuvers conducted around Hwaii for thres
woeeks. These jomnt maneuvers participated in by the
navies of Canada, Australia, and New Zealand led by
the U.S. pavy - are said 1o have been held to counter
un expansion ol the Soviet navy on one hand, and to
defend sca lancs in the Pacific and Indian Occans
joindy by Lhese live countries,

Defense of sca lancs is mcaningless unless straits,
port facilitics and pipelines are alse defended, and &
supply of resources has been secured, In the case of
oil, if the Straits of Hormuz were to be blocked,
delending sea lancs would be of no help to Japan. If
the supply of main resources were stopped, military
force Lo secure maritime ftraflic would become
el ass.

Accordingly, the real aim of defense of maritime
traffic is to sccurc the flow of resources by military
power, and unless Lhis is done, its aims will aot be
complete. During the Iran-Iraq war, formation of 3
joint [eel o secure free trallic in the Strails of
Hormuz was discussed. led by the U.S.

A naval flegt shows ils superiorily over others in
terms of its ability to conduct long-distance opera-
tions. Accordingly, among the SDF the Maritime Sclf

Defense Foree is showing the most active attitude in
overseas aclions. An article entitled “The Defense
Level Japan Should Be Equipped With™ written by u
uniformed group (July 1980 issue, Shokun) proposcs
that Japan should be equipped with lour altack-lype
gircraft carriers and 17 smallsized aircraft carricrs of
the 20,000 ton level. This plan is designed to threaten
Third World Countrics with an attack-type aircraft
carrier flest, while prolecling sea lanes with an escort
Neel consisting of smallsized aircraft carriers. Clearly,
an catirc navy would be required along with these
carriers.

Approprialely, in a report published by the Re-
scarch Institute for Peace and Security, an auxiliary
organ of the Defense Agency, it is stated that for
Japan’s defense it is necessary “lo have a stralegic
capability to effectively block activity on an cnemy's
waters,” and “to mainlain the capability to pursue an
air strategy over seas, especially air attack power and
an amphibious battle capability.” In other words,
they want to have aircrall carriers and = marine force,

The Japan-U.S. sccurity treaty had a lend-lcase
nature when il was concluded in 1960, whereby the
U.S. could use bases in Japan in exchange for “the
safety of the Far East.” Later, as the military power
of the SDF was sirengthened, the SDF share of
defense responsibility was also expanded. In the
Sato-Nixon joinl communique announced in 1969 if
was expressed that Japan would be actively involved
in securing “the safely ol the Far East.”

In the Tanaka-Ford joint statement which follow-
ed, issued in 1974, it was confirmed that both Japan
and the U.S. would play a role for the stability of
Asia as “Pacific nations.” At just about the same time
the Defense Agency made il clear thal Japan’s de-
fense power would take on the role of contribuling
to the stability and peace of Asia. In the Qhira-Carter
joinl statement announced in May 1979, it was spec-
ified thal “cooperztion and discussions would be
deepened between the two nations concerning various
problems in Asia and other regions in the world,™ It
referred, for the first time in a U.S.-Japan joint com-
munigue, to the stability of the “Middle East and the
Gulf area™ and lo an expansion of Japan’s coopera-

tion in order to achicve this stability.
In this manncr, the Japan-U.S. securily lrealy and

the SDF have changed in their content to Japan-U.S.
military cooperation throughout Asia  indeed, ona
world scale ~ rather than their original functions for
the safety ol Jupan.

Then premier Haloyama clearly stated it June
1955, concerning the role of the SDF that “it cannot
do anything other than the protection of Japan's
land.” late premuer Ikceda also stated in March 1964
that the limit of the SDIF's military action “must be
limited, in principle, to be within Japan.”

However, as the strategic capacity of the SDF has
been strengthencd, the Japanese government chang-
¢d its view greatly in the middic of the 1960s con-
cerning limits on movement and overseas dispalch-
ment ol the SDF. In 1966 the definition of forbidden
SDF overscas dispatchment was decided upon as: “lo
dispatch armed troops to the land, sca or air of the
territory of another country for the purpose of use
of arms,” Then in March 1969. it was stated that
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“overseas dispatchment of the SDF shall not be a
special problem on the open seas.” Thus, an SDF
action on the open seas and in open air had no re-
striction.

On May 14, 1971 an overseas dispatchmenl was
defined by Cabinet Committee member of the House
of Representative, director gencral of the Cabinet
Legislation Bureau Takatsuji, as “actually cstahlishing
a state of control by armed forces by sending #
conventional strength of arms on a hostile country.”
This meant that bombing 2nd temporary armed inter-
vention on foreign territory was possible if it was
interpreted as an exercise of the right of self defense.

Strong Latent Military Power

The military power of Jupan's Maritime and Alr
Scif Defense Forces are far superior in quality to the
naval and air forces of other Asian countries.

Looking al the military power structure of the
soulh xnd north in the Korean peninsula, for instance,
their respeclive armics have heen overwhelmingly
emphasized, and their naval and air forces are rela-
tively weak. Their naval war ships total 60,000 tons
for the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea, and
80,000 tons for the Republic of Korea (1 980), which
is about the same size as Japan's Maritime Safety
Agency [lect. As for the strength of their air forces, as
of 1980 the north has 250 supersonic strategic planes,
the south has 280 planes, bul Japan has 325 (with an
additionnl 122 planes on order).

The SDF promoted domestic development of basic
military equipment in the 1960s, producing the
model 60 armored vehicle, model 61 tanks, model 62
machine guns, model 64 rifles and modcl 64 anti-tank
guided missiles one after another. (“model 607" indi-
cates the year that cquipment was adopted for SDF
use, 1960.)

In addition to these domestically-developed wea-
pons, others were imported from the U.S., with Us-
developed technology such as the F104 jet fightes
planes and the BADGE (Base Air Defense Ground En-
vironment) system in the carly half of the 50s, and in
the latter half of the 60s Mike and Hawk anti-air mis-
siles and the Phantom F4LJ fighter plane were in-
traduced.

In the 705 this equipment was gradually replaced
by even more updated material. The model 73 armo-
ored car, model 74 tank, model 74 self-propelled 105
millimeter cannon, and model 75 self-propelled
cannons appeared in successive years. In the naval
area, a 4,700 ton escort ship loaded with helicopters
was introduced, as well as a tear-drop-typed vessel
<imilar in shape to nuclear-powered vessels appeared.
During the same period the domestically produced C1
transport plane and T2 jet training planes were in-
troduced. in addition to the domestically manufac-*
tured Phantoms. In 1975 mass production of the 1
fighter — remodeled from the T2 trainer — was begun
as a ground-support planc. This was followed by the
Jecision to produce the F15 Eagle under license as
Lhe new major fighter planc.

Japan's latent military power i considerable.
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries which is currently pro-
ducing tanks, can rapidly increase its production
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capacity 20 times if it shifts into full operation.
Similarly, Japan's shipbuilding industry, boasting as
the number one in the world, has a construclion
capacity of 10 million tons per year. By turning only
a part of this capacity to the production of war ves-
sels, Japan could immediately become a strong naval
nation.

Furthermore, SDF officers and hawkish business
and political leaders arc demanding that the U.S. be
permitted to bring nuclear arms into Japan, and even
that the SDF be equipped with nuclear arms. Im-
mediately after the Jopan-U.S, Defense Cooperalive
Guidelines were decided upon in November 1978,
top-ranking officials of the SDF statcd that Japan
tchould naturally have its own ideas “concerning the
use of arms exclusively for attack including nuclear
arms’, =nd should discuss thess ideas with the U.S.”
(November 30, 1978, Yomiur! Skimbun) If nuclear
arms are deployed in Japan, they argue, Japaa can
have a bigger veice in mutual defense discussions.
This process makes clear once again that military
defense thinking which depends on simple power
theories cannot help but lead cventually to the
nuclear arms option,

The $DF began lobbying in 1955 for the aeced to
maintain an anti-puclear defensc capability. Since
that time, the design structure of tanks and armored
vehicles have all been made secret, and escort ships
have all been cquipped with radioactive waste clean-
ing devices. FFrom the beginning of the 60s trans-
port devices both for nuclear and non-nuclear arms
have been deployed. A primary «mphasis was placed
on nuclear defenses so that the SDF could participate
in joint operations with the U.S. even in the event
nuclear weapons being used. The SDF's logic was
one of sell-protection while cnsuring continued coop-
eration with Lhe U.S. Subssquently, the SDF itself
began Lo be cquipped with the capacity to handle and
usc nuclear weapons, Transport measurcs WCIe pre-
pared so as to be able to use nuclear arms anytime as
soon as nuclear warheads were introduced. In this
manner. a foundation for U.S.-Japan joinl operations,
mainly centering around U.S. nuclear arms, has been
laid.

In addition to these mecasures, some people in
Japan cven began to propose that Japan prepare to
mainlzin 2n independent nuclear armament capability.
In a research paper published in May 1981 by the
Pesce & Sccurity Research Institute, commissioned
by the Defense Agency, entitled “Progress of Military
Science Technology and Japan's Defense Scheme
(A Policy Study),” it was stated that “Aside from the
political judgement on whether Japan would decide
t0 start nuclesr armament or not, study and research
concerning nuclear facilities and rocket facilities must
proceed under strict civilian coatrol” Simply put,
this paper is advocating thal the SDF should start
rescarch into nuclear weapons and their delivery
Systems.

Reviving the Japanesc Military
It was the U.S. occupation army that ordered

Jzpan Lo sct up the SDF in the carly 1950s, and it
was officers of the former Imperial Japaness army



that took charge of rebuilding the militury. AL the
founding of the Police Reserve Force, of an initial
membership of 74,768 men, 5,463 were those with a
background as military officers. However, regular
officers who had graduated from the former Army
Academy und Naval Academy were purged 8 War
criminals. After the purge orders against them were
later lifted, graduates of former military academics
were employed, The number of those graduates
employed in the Policc Reserve Force amounted to
5.135 in 1957, constituting 20 per ceat of the high-
ranking officers. However, one after another they
retired upon reaching the age limit and now there are
only 200 such officers above the rank of colonel.

Instead, graduatcs of the Defense Academy who
have been trained by lormer officials arc now forming
the core of the SDF leadership, [illing the regimental
: zmmnnder class. Training and cducation for key of-
ficers arc carried out by the National Defensc
Academy and National Defense Medical College, and
the air, maritime and ground officer candidate schools
provide training for sclected students from the Na-
tional Defense Academy, graduates of gencral univer-
sitics, and selected sergeants for about one year. These
students then will be given training for specialized
skills according to their required roles both oa ele-
mentory and advanced levels and for troop manage-
ment in total of about onc year. There are {wo courses
in the Ground, Maritime and Air Staff Colleges for
lraining higher-ranking staff: one a general staff
course (CGS) and the other an advanced general
staff coursc (AGS), These courses are eguivaleat to
Lraining at army, naval and air force academies.

As of April 1980, the number of high-ranking
SDF officers ranked by cducational background is as
follows: those gradusting from former military aca-
demy number 200, those from the Natlonal Defense
Academy number 87,000, those from general univer-
sities 9,100, thosc from junior colleges 1,500, high
school graduates number 13,200 and junior high
school graduates number 5,200,

The SDF and old Japancse Imperial military are
the sume in nalure. Both are standing armics of an
imperialist country with professional officers as Lheir
core., The old army started as “a standing army for
the Imperial Court,”” at first being defined as *“a tool
for suppressing the country,” and in the year Meiji 21
(1888) it was changed [rom & garrison to a divisional
formation, with a shift in funclion to an armament
against other countrics. The process of the reorganiza-
tion and growth from the Police Reserve Force to the
SDF has the same naturc as the history of the mil-
itary build-up in the Meiji era,

Through the enactment of the draft law of 1872
and later revisions, universal conscriplion was made
inlo nationzl policy, but it was an empty policy
withoul crealing a national army in substance. Al-
though the SDF is different from the old army in the
sense Lhat il is based entirely oa a voluntary system,
it is stronger in its mercenary character for use by the
ruling class.

The primary difference between the SDF and the
old Imperial army is that the lormer has no con-
stitutional ground for its existence. There is at pre-
sent no constitutional regulation concerning & dee-

laration of war, reconciliation, the functions of a
supreme command, and even concerning the forma-
tion of the SDF itself. These points are stipulated
only in the SDF Law, a system having no parallel in
other countrics. The supreme command position in
the old army rested with the emperor. In the case of
the SDF, the prime minister is regarded as the person
who has the right of highest command and super-
vision covering military orders and military policy.
However, the relationship between the emperor and
the SDF is currently prowing stronger. One of the
most important issues in the proposed revision of the
constitution is to change the status of the emperor
from merely a symbol to the head of state, a change
with devious implications for the SDF as well.

Officers and non-commissioned officers are under
a long4erm service system, but soldiers arc under 2
term-system of two or three years, There are 30,000
soldier vacancies in the ground forces. Even if the mil-
ilary budgel is increased, as currently planacd, unless
cnough soldiers are recruiled, the force cannot
function as a viable military power. If an cmergency
happened, there would naturally be casuallies and
deserters. For these reasons scrious consideration was
given lo the necessily of reviving 2 drafl system Lo
drive young pcople compulsorily into the military in
time of war, Belore (he Pacific War men between 19
and 45 were forced to serve in the military according
to the military service law. The population of this age
straturn now lolals 25 million. If only lour per cent
of them were to be recruited as is done in West
Germany, & military of onc million men would im-
medialely be created.

Morcover, in order to actually usc such an cnor-
mous Jutent military power in warlime, promotion
for war-time legislation began which would allow the
compulsory use of workers for arms production and
military transport. In July 1978 the then chairman of
the joint stalf councdl Kurusu Hiroomi ruised this
ssuc and cover since, successive czhinets have been
steadily promoling it.

To accomplish this, the government, the Liberal
Democratic Party and financial circles began aclively
working toward revision of the constitution to in-
corporate these militaristic changes, From Lhe begin-
ning of the 70s the government and the defense
authorities have put much of their energy inlo form-
ing a “national consensus” on the need to maintain
the Sell-Defense Forces. Then from 1978 they have
{ried hard to form a2 consensus concerning Lhe actual
usc of the Sclf Defense Forces. With “the threat of
the Soviel Union,™ as their excuse, they have stressed
that the SDF must be made a “fighting force™ for na-
tional defense. Their ullimale tzrgel is lo complete
preparations for a “nation able to fight” by creating
a system capable of mecting an emergency. Thelr goal
15 Lo eguip Japan with an “active military power™ ca-

-pability by the mid-80s Lo prepare for crises faced by

Japan’s monopoly interests in the Third World.
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